ASTON MARTIN

GONE FOR

A SONG

Another record-breaking Bonhams sale at Newport Pagnell has seen re-sale

value of all things Aston Martin skyrocket again — not least this year’s 50th

birthday boy, the DB4, whose rare ‘GT’ edition fetched over £1 million.

An enthralled Lucinda Bredin managed to find standing room

Aston Martin’s development and production might have moved to Gaydon,
but for the hardcore aficionados, the small town of Newport Pagnell, home
of the Works Service facility, will forever be linked with the glory days of
yesteryear. And it was to Newport Pagnell that they came in their thousands
from all over the globe for the annual Bonhams sale of Aston Martin motor
cars and memorabilia on 17 May, followed by the Aston Martin Owners
Club Concours d'Elegance on Sunday.

Without doubt, none of the buyers, sellers, collectors, or the many who
were there just to hear the growl of the engines, were disappointed. At the
ninth sale in the series, world auction records tumbled — the sale realised
a best-ever total of £4.7 million — and a new world record was established
for the star item: an Aston Martin 1961 DB4 GT Coupé, which made an
impressive £1.1 million.
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The day began with the popular automobilia sale and there were many
collectors who took the chance to buy a piece of the Aston Martin legend.
Among the lots was an E Nardi steering wheel for an Aston Martin Virage
that sold for £1,323, almost double its estimate, and a still from the film
The Italian Job that featured an Aston Martin DB4 Convertible and which
was signed by Michael Caine. That was estimated at £200-£250, but went
for £6,325 after being fiercely contested by two bidders. But of course this
was a prelude for the big beasts, and by the time James Knight, the Group
Head of Bonhams Motor Car Department, ascended the rostrum, the
crowd was ready for action. The headline lots included Rowan Atkinson's
race-prepared-by-Wurks Service 1986 Aston Martin V8 Vantage Zagato
Coupé (in gladiator red with matching trailer) which sold for £122,500 —
the trailer was an extra £12,000; a 1968 Aston Martin DB6 Mk 1 Volante
went for £309,500 against an estimate of £160,000—-£180,000 and a 1976
Lagonda V8 Series 1 Four-Door Saloon sold for a new world auction record
of £254,500 (estimate: £140,000—£180,000).

One of most eagerly awaited lots came at the end: a so-called ‘barn
discovery’, a 1957 Aston Martin DB2/4 Mk Il Saloon that had been consigned
by Richard Attwood, the ex-Formula 1 driver and Le Mans winner. No one
would have said the motor car was in its first flush of youth which was why
the estimate was a mere £12,000-£15,000. After a lengthy contest, it was
knocked down for £89,500. But as Knight later remarked, ‘This was a motor
car that was ripe for restoraion and the price soared because two people
were bidding for the chance to resurrect it and watch it come to life before
their eyes. And | can’t say I'm surprised. This sale is not just a sale, it's an
event that draws enthusiasts from all over the world.’

Kingsley Riding-Felce, Director of Aston Martin Works Service and Qustomer
Relations, was delighted by this year's record-brexing sale, saying: ‘This was
our best year yet with Bonhams, and the wheels are already in motion for the
10th-anniversary auction in 2009. We want to mark the occasion fittingly,
and we already have a number of exciting ideas on the boil.’
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